.W!“sat Nomad ls THEE?

E rom 1j1L: time :'_-! I-.;..'t!_s‘;ill.is
Khan to the new
mi |j\"-'| nium, t |.5 e ".'{.'l'!l‘:l'.'..
continues to provide
meat, dairy, shelter, and
transport along with a new

chapter in lashion

and fiker.

omads are difficuls to
define. Do we call
them hybrid pastoral-
ists or roamers with
herbivores? Are
nomads a state of being or a state of
|'|'|.r|'|l.,]:d

Bruce Charwin, an anthropolo-
oist who was contracted to write (but
never  published) The  Namadic
Alternaifee, eventually concluded that
nomads are on the move because they

like a lite in moton, The sedentary
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ways of the pastoralist (who by defini
tion lives within specific boundaries,
just like a farmer) held littde appea
and evoked boredom for the perperu-
al wanderer. Momads are never bored.

Conversely, Jeremy Swift, also an
IIl]T!'r(Jl":ﬂl(lFih| '.irl.-;| i | f.l'it'[|¢| 431.
E':h:l:x'-.'ir'l':-., -;_l.l._:'nl.']lﬂl}{l.: a different view
of nomads: “It's hell on wheels hav-
ing to take all your possessions and
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S0 pick your poison or perhaps

your pleasure — hell on wheels or



bucolic baredom.

NMomadic peoples range  from
reindeer herders in the Arctic to
Custralian Aboripines, with countless
tribes  in

bands of migrating

|:"|i.'|'l|‘.'li.'|.'r]. |n t‘.-l';_'[., I 'rl'{_ll..,l' 8] \,:ll._'Ti_'l-'
mine just how many nomads there
really are, one has o go back to the
otiginal question: Whar is a nomad?

E'u::u|1:|tg'|}, we deed not got
bogeed down in this anthropological
quandary when investgating martters
of fiber. Clur focus s on camel
:.-IL:'L:L'T.‘:., '.‘-l‘l‘.'(.'i.l-l';.:ll”:'- ||:|l:}h(.: \."'.'lll.l Aare
trving to establish a cottage industry
of handspun camel hair in the Gobi.
We'll begin with a bit of background.

Thanks to their ret .n]:t]ﬂ:shﬂ
ity, camels can be found from the
sands of North Africa to the SEEppREes
of Mongolia, In fact, few crossroads
in herween haven't heen rraveled at
some point by these even-roed ungu-
lates. Through the ages camels,
which can travel up to 40 mph when
appropriately  inspired (whipped),
have |:’J|'i|'l'lZL1j|:l. been used [or trans-
port, They have also starred in the
legendary camel races of the Asab
wortld, where prize money 15 on a par
with Amierican  horseracing  and
camel jockeys are all wo frequently
the vietims of child slavery, Camcls
n these races reportedly travel at
speeds up o G0 mph. But these
supercharped sand sprinters are of
the Dromedary varety. The luscious
v soft camel hair used in hand spin
ning znd textiles comes from the
Bactrian camel.

The Bactrian camel comes otig-
inally from the city of Bactria (pres-
ent-day Balkh) in Morth Afghanistan,
The city 15-a mere hop, skip, and
hump from the Hindu Kush moun
rains in a region thar was part of the
Persian Empire until Alexander the
Orrear rearranged the boundaries.
Camels are ideal for food, ransport,
..IIII.] I:L'[H‘I'II:I' ||:L'|"||::||5‘\|i||_ l._'l:ll'lrrl'li

[camel wool when worn and dung

when burned are hoth effec
tve in combaung the cold),
and

incentive for

there was great
domestication.

hence

Today the Bactrian is a popular
and practical possession for
many families in the regon,
02 there

and as of WETE

approximately 1.4 million
domesticated Bactrian camecls
living in northwest China and
Mongolia,

The wild Bactnan, how
CVer, .]'i n !l'll..,' '-'l.'!'.\lL:J.'f'lf- {'*-il‘i'r]l_‘
tion, There are only 950 of
these animals left in the world,
Linion
Mature
and Natural Resources classi-

and the Inrernatonal

for Conservation of

fies them as crdcally endangered.

The increasingly ruinous effects of

“ewilizaton” aren't |1|_-||'-|i:1}|_ the sitia
'Iil..ll'l

China's Gashun Gabi 15 one of
the wild Bacrrian's primary habitars;
the area was also a Chinese nuclear
testing site for 45 vears, Remarkably,
and indeed miraculously, the camels
managed not only 1o survive the
cffects of radiadon bur also to con-
tinue  breeding  naturally.  Today,
though the testing has :-'.I{J]1|_1u_|1 iHe-
gal mining for gold and copper con
Hrues to conmminate the animals'
habitar, Spore hunting is 2lso a threar,
angd the wild Bactrman 15 now even
more endangered than the giant

panda.

Almncrimag Chamidied

Harcy SPand

Vbowe: A Moreclian nomad with seversl
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some felted boots,

Belowar: Bacrman camel herd in the sourhern
Caoplt dumnge the summer,

Crpposite page: Baby Bactman camel,




.l,::.r_'- '.A-.'il-_J Fﬁ-l-:_’:‘!iq‘:l‘._ howev-
er, is on the verge of
extinction. There ave anly
050 of these animals left in
; | 14
the world, and the
International Union for
Conservation of Nature
and Natural Besources
classities them as

critically -_-urla:llr_-gr.--rwué

There was a period, sormetme
after the stepe of Genghis Khan anel

before the threar of nuclear warfare,

'ln".'ll'll.'ll |:".:r|'-:"|-\ I::If"l:l |iH.'i=I hl'.".-l.:llhl )
enjoved a prisdne, albeir remote, exis-
rence, and when Monpgolian nomads
known  as
[n his

Maftanad (rr"'{'-f"-'-'."a'-"-'rc.

were F'ul:|1]|:_- of the
1921 article for
Adam  Warwick

wrote, “Financial crises cannot affect

Wilderness.

them, for money as a2 medium of
exchange is little used on the plains,
where brick tca has morc valuc than
minted dollars, Municipal affairs do
not concern them, for they build no
cities, leading a migratory, caretree
exlatence .|I.|'|L'_‘. need no 1'I.l:|.f..|"~: the
illimitable steppe 15 a natural highway
]'IZlHH
I'hey want no electricity:

where natons can without
crowding..
at sundown after a long day in the sad-
dle, they are ready t lie down and
sleep.”

[hese days, there are fewer and
EAVET ."mlcl:'!.;_:c slians who are '[L"L'l'li'!i.l_".'l.“_i'
nomadic, Satellite dishes powered by
the wind ot the sun can be found pre-
catiously perched on roofrops in the
Gobi, A black-and-white television ser

is still a prized possession in certain
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Lef: Mong

spindles. Monce the differenee in the

an newTics usinge drop
color of the camel har, Hecently,
Mancy Shand was able to get Lower
| spanning whee] manutacturcs {E]
donate two meadle spinming wheels,
Appareatly, only the younger spin
nets enjoy the faster producton, The
older ones sull prefer the deop spin
dles.

Beloor Several skeins ot handspun
camel yarn that have been tndividual
Iv marked with che spimner and then

region —

nerhborhoods and  sound

j.'!l'. ey r.l"!:ll'l'l |.i|l_' western
world have created a long-

ing, or perhaps an altered

sense of adventure,

fonr the VO,

Also, the vast landmasses thar have
been parceled out by the government

have to some extent limited the
parameters in which nomads now
travel. They are still on the move sev-
cral times a year, however, packing up
children and belongings in quest of
the next available forage. And though
the nomads’ journeys may have been
shortened, the camel's primary role
has remained the same,

load

A camel can carry a

between  3501bs-5000bs with some
being able to carry much more. Bu
just a single ounce (perhaps straw?)
more than the animal is willing to bear
and it will drop to its knees in abiject
refusal. Some people claim  thas
camels mutter and groan while they
are 1._'_||_;|'|_l_; ]||:Ig|1_'|| anid |1r|'|:. Hl.ll.:l|“:l| I|'Il.
martle of silent scorn ar the point of
complete rejection of a load. Ochers

claim thar the animals are quiet and






